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For immediate release

Griffin Land & Nurseries releases statement on Federal Court action

(Bloomfield, CT, and New York, NY, February 8, 2007) -- Griffin Land & Nurseries, Inc. (Nasdaq: GRIF) on behalf of its subsidiary, Imperial Nurseries, issued the following statement as related to a lawsuit, expected to be filed in Federal District Court in Hartford, seeking civil damages against Imperial over alleged exploitation of subcontracted labor and fraudulent practices as related to that labor.

Monte B. Lake, attorney for Imperial Nurseries and its corporate parent, said:  

"Griffin Land & Nurseries and Imperial Nurseries have always tried to be good corporate citizens. Griffin is one of the largest, most established and well-respected private landowners in Connecticut with over 4,000 acres of holdings in ten communities in the Connecticut River Valley.” 
“In June 2006, the U.S. Department of Labor investigated human trafficking allegations involving workers engaged by Pro Tree Forestry Services, an independent labor contractor that Imperial Nurseries had retained. During this investigation, DOL representatives visited these Pro Tree workers’ homes to ensure that they had adequate housing, inspected their vehicles to ensure they had safe transportation and interviewed them fully to ascertain that these workers were not being held against their will.  Imperial Nurseries cooperated fully with Department of Labor representatives, and gave them a meeting space to conduct their interviews. The DOL later advised Imperial that they were satisfied over the Pro Tree workers’ living conditions and transportation and found no basis for the human trafficking allegations. ”

“Imperial was also advised by the DOL that it determined that certain employees of Pro Tree Forestry Services were not being paid the legally required wage.  Imperial was appalled to hear that Pro Tree was not paying its employees appropriately, because it paid Pro Tree well in excess of what they would need to pay their employees in compliance with applicable law.”  
“As a result of the DOL investigation, Imperial terminated its contract with Pro Tree on June 30th.  In addition, Imperial offered to give the DOL the final payment Imperial owed to Pro Tree so that the DOL could pay these Pro Tree workers directly.  The DOL was unable to do this and Imperial paid Pro Tree in full in the hope it would do the right thing and pay its employees. If the ProTree employees were not paid the legally required wages, Griffin and Imperial are in sympathy with them.”

  

“Griffin and Imperial are confident that the allegations will be found to be without merit, as against either of them. Griffin expects that any allegations found to be true will relate to the conduct of Pro Tree, which was responsible for compensating its own employees and not to Imperial or Griffin.”

About Griffin Land:

Griffin Land & Nurseries, Inc. (Griffin) is engaged in two lines of business: real estate and landscape nursery products. The real estate business (Griffin Land) is involved in the ownership, construction, leasing and management of commercial and industrial properties, and the development of residential subdivisions on real estate owned by Griffin in Connecticut and Massachusetts. Griffin Land's real estate operations are concentrated in the Hartford, Connecticut area. The landscape nursery products business consists of the growing of containerized landscape nursery products for sale principally to retail garden centers, wholesale sales and service centers, whose main customers are landscape contractors, and mass merchandisers. The landscape nursery products business is operated by the Company's wholly owned subsidiary, Imperial Nurseries, Inc. (Imperial).
