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Good afternoon. Let me start out by saying that as an African-American I know first hand what it is like for people to want freedom, equality and a decent job. I know what it is like for people to want to live in peace and harmony. I know what is like to want opportunity.
I also think it is important to note that illegal immigrants come to the United States from most every country in the world. My comments are not directed to a particular group of people or particular place of origin.

We all have a sense of empathy for the immigrants who work hard to adapt to an American way of life. On the other hand, illegal immigrants have made a knowing choice to wrongfully enter our country in clear violation of our laws. There are so many of them that certainly we need to find a solution to the problem. Finding that solution is the job of Congress and the President. They must handle the issue and hopefully they will do so sooner rather than later.

To say that the Municipal ID card will make immigrants feel safe is ridiculous. Legal immigrants are safe, illegal immigrants and I stress illegal are the one who should have concerns. Anyone breaking the law should always be concerned about the consequences. Why set up a false hope for people, it’s unfair. So it is with the DeStefano Municipal ID card.
As the recent Sunday editorial in the New Haven Register pointed out “New Haven is not a country unto itself”. I believe the issue of the card is a mistake for the following reasons:

1. It is contrary to national laws and certainly sends a wrong message to those of us who believe in the rule of Law.

2. The card clearly identifies illegal immigrants leaving them open to be swooped up at any time by the authorities.

3. It is a cruel hoax being played on people who think the ID card will really help them and provide them with a safety net and security. The recent raids have proved that untrue.
4.  The likelihood of additional illegal immigrants flooding into New Haven is enormous.
What will we do when hospital, police and fire services are stretched beyond our capacity to respond? At this time DeStefano can’t get the mill rate down with reval, currently he can’t put enough police and fire personnel on the street to service today’s population. How will he handle a major influx of new illegal immigrants? How will the taxpayers foot the bill?
I should add that those breaking the law include the businesses that hire illegal workers. Make no mistake about it the hiring of illegal workers and paying them wages below standard is a modern day form of slavery that must not be tolerated. Those engaged in providing transport and false papers to illegal immigrants thus forcing indentured servitude should also be prosecuted to the fullest extend of the law.

It is the Mayor’s job to lead by example and not to try to milk an unlawful gimmick for free publicity which benefits no one but himself.  The bottom line is DeStefano has grabbed a lot of press but the Municipal ID card is not only unfair to New Haven voters and taxpayers it is also unfair to the illegal immigrants as it gives them a false hope. It also sends the wrong message to our children – namely it is OK to break the law.

As Mayor I will not duck hard decisions, difficult or unpopular but necessary choices. I firmly believe not only in the rule of law but, in working with our Congressional delegation and Senate leaders and following the edicts they will set.
Doing this is the only way to ensure full compliance with United States legislative laws and the only way in which those seeking freedom, equality and a decent job can do so legally without fear of persecution. 

