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Contact:  Catherine Sullivan-DeCarlo, (203)946-8450
Teachers, Administrators, Parents, Support Staff

to be honored for putting kids first
NEW HAVEN-TAPS (Teachers, Administrators, Parents, and Support staff) is an annual recognition ceremony that honors individuals who go above and beyond to put kids first in the New Haven Public Schools.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Reginald Mayo and members of the Board of Education will honor the recipients on Wednesday, May 28th, 2008 at 4 P.M. at Beecher school, 100 Jewel St.
TAPS Winners are:
Teachers

Alba Williams, Timothy Dwight- Alba has worked as an educator for 14 years.  She is a 2nd grade bilingual teacher who’s referred to as the “Energy Bunny” because she is the first to arrive in the morning and the last to leave at night.  She puts in an effort to acquire a wide range of resources for lessons or projects.  She keeps her students active with consistent library research time and she often tutors her students after school.   
Jennifer Walsh, Fair Haven- Jennifer has worked as an educator for 11 years and she is now a literacy coach at Fair Haven.  She hosts weekly grade level meetings with teachers to provide them with district directives.  “Her careful and tenacious examination of data paired with utilizing effective strategies has enabled countless students to reach their potential.  Her energy and enthusiasm is contagious”-Margaret Gethings, Assistant Principal.
Melinda Struwas, Columbus Family Academy- Melinda works as an ESL (English as a Second Language) teacher for the Columbus Family Academy.  With 35 years of experience as an educator, she has helped many new teachers by modeling lessons and organizing social events to help create positive relationships.  “Mindy recently organized an activity where students from Ezra Academy joined our students to learn about Easter and Passover.  It was a successful opportunity for students from different backgrounds,” said Library Media Specialist Rosa Nuñez -Evans.
Jack Paulishen Jr., James Hillhouse High- Jack is a Civics Teacher at James Hillhouse High who often brings his students outside of the classroom for a more hands-on learning experience.  He has raised money to send students to Washington DC, and he has taken many of his students to political events at Yale, University of Hartford, and Southern Connecticut State University. “Jack Paulishen is one of the most hard-working, caring, and nurturing teachers that New Haven has to offer,” said teacher John Nguyen.
Cleondra Fulcher, L.W Beecher- Cleondra is a magnet school resource teacher who is very active and energetic with her work.  She develops many school wide programs such as the Holiday Extravaganza and the Beecher Fashion Show. “Cleondra continuously motivates both students and colleagues by consistently radiating positive energy that inspires others to strive for excellence.”-Kathy Beck, principal.  
George Cassidy Jr., East Rock- George has been an educator for an amazing 38 years and has developed (by himself) a very successful after-school program for kids with a “C” average or better and a good behavioral record.  He helps his students with reading and with any other issue they may have. “His sparkling personality as well as his exceptional organizing skills are a motivation for the staff to follow”- Michael Nixon, teacher.  
Doreen Peterson, Troup Magnet Academy- Doreen is a guidance counselor for Troup Academy who has helped many teachers and students throughout her 29 years working in the school district.  She is noted as someone who “makes students feel they can trust her”-Eynice Goldfield, clerk.  She is extremely hard-working and is viewed as someone who gives many students advice on making wise choices.
Administrators

Dr. Abie Benitez, Principal of Columbus Family Academy- For 14 years, Dr. Benitez has served as an administrator.  She is loyal to her staff and students and she is always prepared to make changes in her school to create a more comfortable learning environment.  She has also served on the City Wide Parent Coalition and Latino youth organizations.  “She’s a motivating leader, who always has the education of our students and their families as a priority but as a person she is truly a lover of learning and life.”

-Rose Nuñez-Evans.
Sherly Burton, Food Service Administrator- With over 30 years of experience in the school system, Sherly is now the food service supervisor for school readiness and the infant/toddler program under the Board of Education.  She has set up a system which daily checks how many children she services each day, and on top of that, she meets regularly with teachers and other staff members to make sure schools are clean and sanitized.  Sherly is indeed a leader by example as she sometimes goes to a site and cleans if needed.    
Lesley Stancarone, Assistant Principal of Jepson Magnet- Lesley has been assistant principal for three years, but this year, she has also taken on the role as principal with the absence of Peggy Pelley.  She relates extremely well with both students and faculty.  “She has been known to read her favorite books to students both young and old.  She eagerly shares ideas and strategies that she used in her classroom and candidly discusses her own trials and errors.”-Alice Cortigiano, teacher.
Althea Norcott, Assistant Principal of Hillhouse High- Althea is the task-master of James Hillhouse High.  Known as the “ambassador of goodwill,” Althea deals with any issue or conflict to improve her school and the world.  She works closely with students having behavioral or academic issues, and she helps the English Department by guiding and supporting teachers in all aspects of their work.  She also does a tremendous amount of volunteer work with the New Haven/ Leon Sister City Project by traveling and bringing supplies to Nicaragua.  
Parents
Vilma Jones, Timothy Dwight- Vilma is an active parent volunteer for the kindergarten classes at Timothy Dwight School.  She has pioneered many art projects such as creation of “butterflies” using tissue boxes and the decorating of the kindergarten wing into a “fairytale palace.”  As a parent, “she is dedicated to her child’s education and to our children at Dwight”-Willeta Payton, Library Media Specialist.
Carroll Brown, MicroSociety Magnet- Carroll is a helpful grandparent volunteer at MicroSociety Magnet school.  She offers her assistance to not only her grandson but other students and staff as well.  “When she sees a concern she becomes part of the solution.  When she heard we were having disciplinary issues with our middle school girls, she offered her assistance.”-Laura Russo, principal.
Ken Ayers, Worthington Hooker- Ken is a baseball and basketball coach at Worthington Hooker.  He single-handedly built the baseball and basketball program from scratch which has blossomed and become a popular extracurricular activity for many of students throughout the school.    He has recruited many other parent coaches to keep the wonderful programs going. 
Shari Watson, Barnard- Shari brings her love and passion for science into the classrooms at Barnard.  She can be seen in many classrooms sharing her pets for educational purposes and helping out with science-based activities and competitions.  She works very hard to motivate and include each student. “She

 truly has a great love for both students and animals”-Tara Oliwa, parent.

Terrence Patterson, Barnard- As PTO (Parent Teacher Organization) president, “Mr. P” has contributed greatly to Barnard Environmental Magnet School. His contributions include the organization of basketball teams, pep rallies, monthly movie and dinner nights, and his assistance within the classrooms.  “Mr. P is a caring parent and “staff” member who only wants to make Barnard a better place to be and to learn in.”-Sarah Rosner, Assistant Principal.

Ramona Knox, Lincoln Bassett- Ramona is the coordinator of the After-School Program at Lincoln Bassett.  Many varied programs are offered such as tutoring for math and reading, physical education, dance, music, boy scouts, and homework time.  Ramona truly goes the extra mile to reach out to the people she works with which includes her hospitality of a school parent when she had been recovering from surgery.  She recently received the Community Service Award from the Business and Professional Women’s Organization in Greater New Haven.
Support Staff

Richard Conrad, John C. Daniels- Richard has been a reading tutor at John C. Daniels School for 4 years.  He comes in three times a week to meet with kids one-on-one offering help with reading comprehension.  “He listens to every student’s interest and builds upon these to help motivate them with their reading comprehension.”-Katherine Massa, teacher.  Richard also contacts publishers and authors to get materials such as decodable books to use with his students.
William Wynn Jr., Physical Education- As the Business Operations Manager, William Wynn provides teachers and students with all the necessary supplies and equipment needed. He is always in communication with teachers, parents, coaches, etc. to make sure the students are provided with the very best.  On top of providing the necessities for the physical education and athletic budget, he is always present at athletic events to make sure everything is safe and secure. “He is a loyal, dedicated and hard worker for our department and our district.”-Joseph Canzanella, supervisor of Physical Education and Athletics. 

Sammolene Patton, Betsy Ross- With over 35 years of experience as an educator, Sammolene offers her insight to students and teachers from her many years of service.  Although she is a retired teacher, she claims to be “semi-retired” because she is always in the school working closely with the Betsy Ross community.   “She looks and listens to find out what needs to be done to generate success and she does it.”-Hoyt Sorrells, teacher.
Lourdes Castro, Personnel Dept.- As a clerk typist in the Personnel Dept., Lourdes works to manage the workflow of the office with her excellent human resource skills.  She collaborates with many employees, administrators, parents, etc., to make sure that everything is running smoothly for the students within NHPS.  Ms. Castro has taken the initiative to facilitate programs such as the Annual Teacher retirement program and the School on Site Teacher Visitation Day, just to name a few. 
Lenora and Walter Turner, Riverside Academy- Mr. and Mrs. Turner help out students outside of school.  They are committed to reducing violence and feeding the hungry as “block watch” captains.  They are excellent role models who plan many of the “Block Watch” events within the Riverside community.  “On “Make a Difference Day,” they feed everyone in need at no cost.”-Wanda Gibbs, principal.
Sheryl Ray, Vincent Mauro Magnet- Sheryl Ray is the epitome of a multi-tasker. She is an assistant to the kindergarten classes, the bus room director, and the morning security guard at Vincent Mauro Magnet School.  Outside of the classroom, she is the co-director of the school’s a cappella group which is involved with community service and fundraising projects.   In the classroom and outside the classroom, Ms. Ray has set expectations for her students to reach high level achievement, whether academic or in the arts.  
Tyree McCray, Physical Education- Tyree is essential to the Physical Education Department in New Haven.  As a secretary, she is the first person one talks to when calling the department and “she always treats individuals with respect regardless of the situation.”-Joseph Canzanella.  Tyree is dedicated to making sure issues become resolved and things are running smoothly in the department.
