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CITY OF NEW HAVEN

BOARD OF ALDERMEN

                                                                                          March 9, 2012

Honorable Jorge Perez

President, New Haven Board of Aldermen

Dear President Perez:

We would like to respectfully submit to the Board of Aldermen, the attached communication, a proposed Order, which would 

initiate  the “Non-Profit and Community Organization Application Relief Clause” to streamline the lengthy and burdensome Consolidated Planning funding process by authorizing the Board of Aldermen to grant “emeritus status” to applicants who have successfully received funding for more than two years.  

The lengthy application process and hearings for Consolidated Planning funding are a significant burden on many of the good non-profit and community organizations in New Haven. Many non-profit and community organizations such as Columbus House, Community Mediation, Cornell Scott Hill Health Corporation, Fair Haven Community Health Center, Integrated Refugees and Immigrant Services, JUNTA, Mary Wade Home, New Haven Pop Warner, N.H. Ecology Project, New Haven Reads, City Seed and others receive funding year after year and continue to do high-quality and consistent work in our community. 

We believe that such organizations that prove themselves by their hard and successful work deserve some recognition and relief from the burdensome application process and in particular the lengthy presentation sessions so that they can focus more on their core mission.  Therefore, we propose that individual aldermen should be granted the right to propose, and the Board of Aldermen the right to approve, that certain organizations be granted “emeritus status” to reward those organizations for their continued high quality work and commitment to our city.
The  proposed “Non-Profit and Community Organization Application Relief Clause” states:  “The Board of Aldermen may choose to grant ‘emeritus status’ to applicants for Consolidated Planning Funding who have successfully received funding for more than two years.  Organizations with ‘emeritus status’ will be required to testify before the Board on a biennial  basis rather than an annual basis unless such organization is requesting funding for a new program or the Joint Human Services and Community Development Committee requests the organization testify.”

This proposal also calls on the city’s Department of Finance to deliver additional recommendations to the Joint Human Services and Community Development Committee on how to further streamline the application process, as we seek to both ensure the continued high quality of Consolidated Plan applications and allow applicants to focus more on the good work they conduct in the New Haven community rather than spending their staff time on a tedious application process.  

We thank you for your consideration of this measure and urge your support. 

Sincerely, 

SERGIO RODRIGUEZ                                              JUSTIN ELICKER

Alderman, 26th Ward                                                   Alderman, 10th Ward 
ORDER OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN INITIATING THE “NON-PROFIT AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION APPLICATION RELIEF CLAUSE” TO STREAMLINE THE LENGTHY AND BURDENSOME CONSOLIDATED PLANNING FUNDING PROCESS BY AUTHORIZING THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN TO GRANT “EMERITUS STATUS” TO APPLICANTS 

WHO HAVE SUCCESSFULLY RECEIVED FUNDING FOR MORE THAN TWO YEARS.  

WHEREAS: The lengthy application process and hearings for Consolidated Planning funding are a significant burden on many of the good non-profit and community organizations in New Haven; and

WHEREAS: many non-profit and community organizations such as Columbus House, Community Mediation, Cornell Scott Hill Health Corporation, Fair Haven Community Health Center, Integrated Refugees and Immigrant Services, JUNTA, Mary Wade Home, New Haven Pop Warner, N.H. Ecology Project, New Haven Reads, City Seed and others receive funding year after year and continue to do high-quality and consistent work in our community; and

WHEREAS: such organizations that prove themselves by their hard and successful work deserve some recognition and relief from the burdensome application process and in particular the lengthy presentation sessions so that they can focus more on their core mission; and

WHEREAS: individual aldermen should be granted the right to propose, and the Board of Aldermen the right to approve, that certain organizations be granted “emeritus status” to reward those organizations for their continued high quality work and commitment to our city.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED that the New Haven Board of Aldermen initiates the “Non-Profit and Community Organization Application Relief Clause” as follows: “The Board of Aldermen may choose to grant ‘emeritus status’ to applicants for Consolidated Planning Funding who have successfully received funding for more than two years.  Organizations with ‘emeritus status’ will be required to testify before the Board on a biennial basis rather than an annual basis unless such organization is requesting funding for a new program or the Joint Human Services and Community Development Committee requests the organization testify.”

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED that the City’s Department of Finance deliver additional recommendations to the joint Human Services and Community Development Committee within 60 days of passage of this order on how to further streamline the application process to both ensure the continued high quality of Consolidated Plan applications and allow applicants to focus more on the good work they conduct in the New Haven community rather than spending their staff time on a tedious application process.  
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